
Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, September 19, 2019 — PAGE 3

ART

The Animals are Innocent: 
exhibit on view at Sheldon

T
he Henry Sheldon Museum in 
Middlebury presents “The Animals Are 
Innocent,”  a mixed media/ceramic 
exhibit of colorful, boat sculptures and 
paintings, both featuring animals, by 
Maryland artist, ceramist, author, and 
illustrator Dana Simson. The exhibit 
opens on Tuesday, Sept. 20 and will 
remain on view through Jan. 11, 2020.  A 

reception will be held on Friday, Sept. 27, from 5-7 
p.m., at the Sheldon Museum.

Simson’s goal through her art is to show animals 
are losing both habitat and food sources, suffering 
the man-made effects of pollution and wilderness 
encroachment, and are imperiled by fossil-fuel 
enhanced climate change.  As a result, too many 
species are nearing extinction.

The series of ceramic toy boats on wheels made 
of ceramic and mixed materials have animals 
as passengers. Whether Lake Champlain, the 
Chesapeake Bay, or any body of water, animals are 
impacted by rising water levels worldwide. Simpson’s 
hope is that visitors will be drawn to the playful 
quality of her folk art creations to confirm or reinforce 
the established scholarship on climate change.

Museum hours: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sundays 
(through Oct. 13) 12-4 p.m.; Research Center hours: 
Thurs. and Fri. 1-5 p.m. Admission to the Museum is 
$5 for adults; $3 for youth (6-18); $4.50 for seniors; 
$12 per family; $5 to access the research center. 
For more information call (802) 388-2117 or visit 
henrysheldonmuseum.org.
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“The messenger,” 2019 by Dana Simson

“Eat on the Green is such a great 
community event,” said Andrea Cousineau, 
executive chef of the Black Sheep and Park 
Squeeze. “It’s almost like a block party, 
where we can highlight all the amazing 
food we have in town. There’s such an 
incredibly diverse culinary atmosphere 
here in Vergennes — we have so much 
talent in our Little City — this event is a way 
for us to show off a little bit.”

The culinary extravaganza will groove to 
the tunes of three local bands playing 
Saturday in the gazebo: unruly allies, The 
Good Parts, and Rehab Roadhouse with 
support from DJ Fattie B. Plus around the 
green grazers will also find hula hooping, 
face painting and more fun family activities.

Eat on the Green started in 2017 when 
Matt Birong of 3 Squares Cafe, Ian 
Huizenga of Hired Hand and Anitidote, 
and Cousineau of Black Sheep and 

Park Squeeze got together and started 
daydreaming. 

“Once we had a pretty solid idea, we got the 
Vergennes Partnership involved,” Cousineau 
remembered. “Now we have an amazing 
team of community members who help put 
together the festival each year.

“At the inception of this event we wanted 
it to have no entry fee, so everyone and 
anyone could come enjoy amazing food, 
music and games,” Cousineau added. “And 
it was a way for the restaurants to give back 
to our community.”

Now three years later, Cousineau still feels 
that sense of camaraderie with her fellow 
Vergennes restaurateurs. 

“We’re unique because even though we 
represent different companies; we all 
work so closely together,” she said. “We all 
have the mentality that if you need a cup 
of sugar you can go get some from your 
neighbor. Anything that helps one of us, 
helps all of us.”

Bring your appetite to Vergennes this 
Saturday and prepare to indulge in the 
Little City’s cuisine and kindness.


