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Dear Stewart-Swift Research Center friends and supporters,

We are excited to bring to you this inaugural edition of the Sheldon Museum's
Stewart-Swift Research Center quarterly newsletter and to share news about our
collections, activities and future projects.

Thank you for your support and interest in our fabulous archives!

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating effect on many museums and
archives across the country. The Sheldon’s Research Center was very fortunate
to be awarded a National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) CARES grant to
support its staff and to hire a project assistant, Taylor Rossini. During the last
year, we have worked tirelessly, mostly remotely, to develop our new archives
website to better showcase our holdings, create new research tools, continue to
answer research inquiries, and to preserve our unique collections.

We are looking forward to 2021 when we will celebrate the bicentennial of the
August 15, 1821 birth of Henry L. Sheldon, our Museum’s founder and collector
extraordinaire, through exhibits and programming (details forthcoming). We will
also continue working on providing greater digital access to the Research
Center’s collections.

Please read below a few tidbits about the Research Center work and collections,
visit our website, and share your ideas and comments.

Have a safe, joyful, and healthy holiday and all the best for the New Year!

Ho! Ho! Ho!

~Eva, Taylor and Lucinda

Eva Garcelon-Hart, Archivist
Taylor Rossini, Archives Project Assistant

Lucinda Cockrell, Research Center Committee Chair

https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/archives-home
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/about-archival-collections
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/archives-collections
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/archives-research
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/rc-publications
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/archives-home
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/


2020 In a Flash

Spring: We designed a new website to showcase our collections. Check
out our extensive materials here.

June: Research Center received an NEH CARES award for the project
“Archives Alive: Building Primary Source Collections During Covid-19 at
the Henry Sheldon Museum, Vermont.” Read more here.

Spring/Fall: Our staff and RC Committee members published several
articles based on our extraordinary collections, which you can explore
here.

Summer: We mounted a long-overdue information sign and honored our
benefactress, Jessica Swift (1871-1982), with a commemorative plaque on
the Research Center building facade. Listen to the 1975 interview with
Miss Swift about by-gone Middlebury here.

Fall/Winter: We implemented digital preservation procedures to ensure
that our digital collections will be safe (thanks to a 2018 NEH Preservation
Assistance Grant for Smaller Institutions.)

Christmases Past

Read a brief history of Christmas in
lieu of our seasonal exhibit and enjoy
the beautiful holiday cards from our
historical ephemera collection.

Read more

Recent Acquisitions

By the Wand of Some Magician: Embracing Modernity in Mid-Nineteenth
Century Vermont; by Gary G. Shattuck, The University of Vermont, Center
for Research on Vermont (2020).

A History of the Village of North Ferrisburgh, Vermont, 1762-2019, by Jean
Richardson, The Ferrisburgh Historical Society (2020).

https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/archives-home
https://files.constantcontact.com/b9db1604301/91aa20e2-fcdc-4365-92b5-1bf0e7ad6990.pdf
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/rc-publications
https://files.constantcontact.com/b9db1604301/3fd060af-10ea-43a4-ad2a-60158a6449d7.pdf
https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/audio-collections
https://files.constantcontact.com/b9db1604301/3e0f9ae4-6b6e-4dfb-a006-59398636876a.pdf


Family letters, deeds, insurance policies, ledgers, photographs and other
materials related to the Nash, Jewett and Swett families.

Ephemera found recently in the
ceiling of a house on South Street in
Middlebury, including the artistic
wallpaper advertisement here.

Theatre Programs: Middlebury
Campus, Bristol Colonial Theatre,
and Vergennes Theatre, 1950-1955.

Correspondence of the Stewart, Swift, Allen, and other local families,
1850s - 1940s. 

Joseph Battell’s death certificate issued by District of Columbia, August 7,
2015.

Swift–Stewart–Battell Music Collection. This unique collection consists of
574 pieces of original and published music from Jessica Stewart Swift,
Emma Battell, Philip Battell, and their families dating from the 18th through
early 20th centuries.

Collections Care and Preservation

We installed a state-of-the-art environmental control system in the main
Research Center archival storage area replacing the outdated and insufficient
system – our unique and rare collections are safe now!

Conserved/Restored:

United States Hotel, Larrabee’s Point, VT, 1861 - steel engraving.

A Chart of Daniel’s Visions, William Miller, 1843 - hand-colored lithograph.

Joseph Battell, c. 1890 - photographic portrait (crystoleum).

24 baseball posters, c. 1880s-1910.

Middlebury, VT, L.R. Burleigh, 1886 - bird’s-eye view lithograph (two
copies).

Before After

Anecdotes from the Archives



The Northern Galaxy: December 28, 1848

Thank you to the Stewart-Swift Research
Center's donors and supporters!

Your continued support will help preserve our collections, and to implement
public programming and a special exhibit celebrating the 200th anniversary of

Henry Sheldon’s birth and highlighting Research Center collections.

Learn more about giving opportunities

https://www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/ways-to-give


here
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